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Disclosure - Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM, Member FINRA, SIPC. Investment Management 
Solutions (IMS) Platform fee-based asset management accounts offered through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM. All other 
financial planning services are offered through The Wealth Center at Meaden & Moore. The Wealth Center at Meaden & Moore is 
not affiliated with Avantax Investment ServicesSM. Insurance services offered through an Avantax affiliated insurance agency.

We build relationships with our clients 
to deliver comprehensive and personalized 

wealth management solutions.
To meet an advisor who can help you achieve your financial goals, 

please contact us at (216) 928-5402

Meaden & Moore Wealth Management Team: Lois Gregory, A. Michael Nuzzo, John Nicklas, 
Saul A. Stephens, Mary Balazy, Brent Silver, E. Bo Pettegrew

WELCOME TO CPH AT PLAYHOUSE SQUARE

Welcome to CPH.................................................................................................................................................................4
CPH Board of Directors......................................................................................................................................................5
Apollo’s Fire Board of Directors and Staff.........................................................................................................................6
Apollo’s Fire Supporters.....................................................................................................................................................7
WASSAIL! An Irish-Appalachian Christmas......................................................................................................................9
About Apollo’s Fire...........................................................................................................................................................10
Artist Profiles...................................................................................................................................................................12
Theatre Forward Donors...................................................................................................................................................14
CPH Staff and Colleagues...............................................................................................................................................15



4

a
t 

P
la

y
h
o
u
se

 S
q
u
a
re

IT’S ALWAYS ABOUT COMMUNITY

Welcome to the Allen Theatre, the primary home of Cleveland 
Play House — in the heart of Playhouse Square. It is our 

pleasure to share this holiday time with you, and to share the Allen 
with our friends at Apollo’s Fire.

The many performing arts events in Cleveland during December all 
seem to have the same goal: to bring people together, live and in-per-
son, and strengthen the bonds of our collective humanity. The creative 
expressions of drama, music, and dance inspire us to see the world 
anew, to understand ourselves better, and to celebrate our differences. 
It can be a time of rebirth and emotional expansion. It can remind us of 
past lessons even as we gaze into a hopeful future. Ultimately, we use 
performance to make a singular community, if just for a couple of 
hours, but carry its effects back to our personal communities in a  
rippling wave of empathy.

My thanks to Jeannette Sorrell and her team for the musical journey of Wassail! Our staffs have 
collaborated closely together to bring you this holiday gift. And the talent onstage is the star that crowns 
our theatrical tree.

Enjoy!

Mark Cuddy
Interim Artistic & Managing Director

CLEVELAND PLAY HOUSE, founded in 1915 and recipient of the 2015 Regional 
Theatre Tony Award, is America’s first professional regional theatre. 
Throughout its rich history, CPH has remained dedicated to its mission to 
inspire, stimulate, and entertain diverse audiences across Northeast Ohio by 
producing plays and theatre education programs of the highest professional 
standards. CPH has produced more than 100 world and/or American pre-
mieres, and over its long history more than 12 million people have attended 
over 1,600 productions. Today, Cleveland Play House celebrates the beginning 
of its second century of service while performing in three state-of-the art 
venues at Playhouse Square in downtown Cleveland.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The cast, crew, and creative team of this production and the CPH 

staff would like to acknowledge those of the Shawnee, Miami, Erie, 
Ottawa, Potawatomi, and Haudenosaunee peoples, whose lands we 
stand on, and the nearly 28,000 Native American people who live 
in Northeast Ohio today who represent over 100 tribal nations. For 

information about the lands on which you reside, visit native.land.ca.
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CPH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair

Michael J. Meehan 

Vice Chairs

Roland V. Anglin *
Quo Vadis Cobb
Scott L. Hamilton *
Kathleen A. Hogg
Regina Klein
Kim Meisel Pesses

Treasurer

Sam Steinhouse *

Secretary

Jeffrey L. Kapp

Directors
Dr. David L. Bronson
Eric Clouse
Marianne Crosley *
Ryan R. Cross
Betsy J. Fallon
Barry Feldman
Janice E. Focke
Traci L. Forrester
Roe Green
Robert D. Gries
Colleen Jackson *
Jean Kalberer
Walter E. Kalberer
Ann V. Klotz
Janet L. Kramer
Raymond M. Malone
Milton Maltz
Kevin D. Margolis
Dr. Nancy-Clay Marsteller
Dr. Margaret McKenzie

Mark Midkiff
Deborah L. Neale
Anthony M. Panzica
Deborah Pye
Rosemary Rehner
Robert G. Salomon
Dario Savron
Paul Siemborski
Karen A. Skunta
Dalithia Smith
Sally Stewart
Anne Marie Warren
Charles B. Zellmer

Honorary Directors

Robert A. Blattner
Kenyon C. Bolton III **
Sandra Kiely Kolb **
Robert G. Paul
Alan M. Rauss
Boake A. Sells

* Community Director
** Emeritus
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Officers

Charles A. Bittenbender, President
James B. Rosenthal, Chairman
Kathleen Cerveny, Vice President
William A. Powel, Vice President
Andrew Gordon-Seifert. Secretary
Ryan Siebel, Treasurer 
Jeffrey P. Barnett, Assistant Treasurer

Board Members

Karl A. Bekeny
William P. Blair III
Ann Fairhurst
Ka-Pi Hoh, Ph.D.
Robert H. Jackson
Thomas Forrest Kelly, Ph.D.
Richard J. Lederman, M.D.
Meng “Locky” Liu
Fred J. Livingstone
Steven A. Mahoney, M.D.
Michael J. Meehan
Linda M. Olejko
Kim S. Parry
Brendan M. Patterson, M.D.
David J. Reimer
Phillip Rowand-Seymour
Daniel Shoskes, M.D.
Rebecca Storey
Dean M. Valore
Herb Wainer
Jeannette Sorrell*
Noha Ryder*
Tom Clark*
Liz Patterson*
Katrina Pipasts*
Judy Bundra*
Nikki Divall**
Kathie Stewart**
Sue Yelanjian**
*ex officio
**Musicians’ Representative

The Ambassadors Council

Ann Fairhurst, co-chair
Liz Patterson, M.D., co-chair
Michell Blair

Francis Buchholzer
Robert Conrad
William E. Conway
Samuel S. Hartwell
Malcom Henoch
Marguerite B. Humphrey
Rabbi Roger C. Klein
Annette Lowe
Doborah H. Nash
Robert Reynolds, M.D.
Kasia G. Rothenberg, M.D.
Sandra R. Smith
Edward Weber

The Akron Advisory Board

Thomas Clark, chair
Esther Cooper
Susan Delahanty
Barbara Feld
Ashlee Foreman
William Foster
Walter Keith
George Litman
Lori Nelson
Kenneth Shafer
Sandra R. Smith
Libby Upton

Administration

Curt Hancock, General Manager
Michael Walker, Director of Development
Nichole Fehrman, Director of Marketing &  

Community Engagement
Noha Ryder, Director of Strategic Initiatives
Judy Iwata Bundra, Managing Director, Chicago
Barbara Feld, Director of Development, Summit County
Edward Vogel, Artistic Operations Manager
Loren Reash-Henz, Patron Services Coordinator
Margi Griebling-Haigh, Box Office &  

Marketing Associate
Melanie Emig, Staff Accountant
Erica Brenner, Director of Media Production
Tom Frattare, Production Stage Manager
Martins Daukss, Stage Manager
Lisl Wangermann, Development Assistant

APOLLO’S FIRE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF



Thank you to these generous supporters 
who make Apollo’s Fire programming possible

Martha Holden
Jennings Foundation

Albert G. & Olive H.
Schlink Foundation

The Mary S. and David C.
CORBIN FOUNDATION

Please visit apollosfire.org for more information on our 
Government, Foundation, and Corporate Support!
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apollosfire.org  |  216.320.0012  |  Passion. Period.

“Never think that classical music is boring. 
Never if it’s done as well as Apollo’s Fire does it.” 

COOLCLEVELAND.COM

SPRING 2023 PROGRAMS
Single Tickets & Half-Season Subscriptions On Sale Now!

January 7-8  |  BAROQUE BISTRO (Casual Restaurant Concerts)

Drive the Cold Winter Away

February 2-5  |  MUSE OF FIRE
Stunning violin virtuosity alongside sacred vocal works

March 8-10 & April 4  |  EXILE & RESILIENCE
Music of the Jewish & African Diasporas

April 8  |  VIVALDI’S FOUR SEASONS

May 11-14  |  BACH’S COFFEEHOUSE
Lively musical fencing matches

af2223_playhouseSq_season.indd   1af2223_playhouseSq_season.indd   1 12/1/22   10:12 AM12/1/22   10:12 AM
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Cleveland Play House is proud to present  
the Apollo’s Fire production of

INTERIM ARTISTIC & 
MANAGING DIRECTOR | MARK CUDDY

December 21-22, 2022  |  ALLEN THEATRE
* * *

Cleveland Play House Corporate Sponsors

Wassail! is made possible in part by:

Anonymous      Debbie Neale     
Ellen and Mike Meehan      Paul Siemborski and DLR Group

Wassail!
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Named for the classical god 
of music, healing, and the 

sun, Apollo’s Fire is a 
GRAMMY®-winning ensem-
ble. The period-instrument 
orchestra was founded by 
award-winning harpsichordist 
and conductor Jeannette 
Sorrell. Dedicated to the 
baroque ideal that music 
should evoke the various 
Affekts or passions in the listeners, Apollo’s Fire 
brings to life the music of the past for audiences of 
today, with Passion. Period. The Apollo’s Fire 
musicians are creative artists who share Sorrell’s 
passion for drama and rhetoric. 

In Europe and the UK, Apollo’s Fire has per-
formed 5 tours including sold-out concerts at the 
BBC Proms in London, the Aldeburgh Festival 
(UK), Madrid’s Royal Theatre, and Bordeaux’s 
Grand Théàtre de l’Opéra; with concerts at the 
Irish National Concert Hall (Dublin) and the 
Irish National Opera House (Wexford), as well as 
venues in France, Italy, Austria, and Portugal. The 
ensemble has had many live radio broadcasts 
across Europe. AF’s London 2014 concert was 
chosen by the Daily Telegraph as one of the “Best 
Five Classical Concerts of 2014,” with their critic 
writing, “An evening of superlative music-mak-
ing… the group combines European stylishness 
with American entrepreneurialism.”

North American tour engagements include 
Carnegie Hall (2018 and 2022), the Tanglewood 
Festival (2015, 2017, and 2021), the Ravinia Festival 
(2017, 2018, and 2021), the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in NY (numerous times), the Boston Early 
Music Festival series, the Library of Congress, the 
Aspen Music Festival, Caramoor Festival, and 
major venues in Toronto, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. Most of these concerts have been sold 
out. In 2021, Apollo’s Singers made their debut 
with the New York Philharmonic under the baton 
of Jeannette Sorrell, winning rave reviews.

At home in Cleveland, 
Apollo’s Fire frequently enjoys 
sold-out performances at its 
subscription series, which has 
drawn national attention for 
creative programming. 

With over 10 million views 
(total) of its YouTube videos, 
Apollo’s Fire is one of the most 
popular baroque orchestras 
on the worldwide internet. 

The ensemble also launched a “Worldwide 
Watch-at-Home Series” in 2020, bringing its 
subscription concerts into the homes of patrons 
around the world.

Apollo’s Fire has released 30 commercial 
CDs and won a GRAMMY® award in 2019 for 
the album Songs of Orpheus with tenor Karim 
Sulayman. AF’s recordings of the Bach St. John 
Passion, Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, and the 
Monteverdi Vespers have been chosen as best in 
the field by the Sunday Times of London (2020 
and 2021) and BBC Magazine (2022). Ten of the 
ensemble’s CD releases have become best-sell-
ers on the classical Billboard chart: Vivaldi’s 
Four Seasons (Billboard Classical No. 2, 2021), 
the Monteverdi Vespers, Bach’s Brandenburg 
Concertos and Harpsichord Concertos, a disc of 
Handel arias with soprano Amanda Forsythe 
titled The Power of Love (Billboard Classical No. 
3, 2015), Songs of Orpheus (Billboard Classical 
No. 5, 2018), and Jeannette Sorrell’s five cross-
over programs: Come to the River — An Early 
American Gathering (Billboard Classical No. 9, 
2011); Sacrum Mysterium — A Celtic Christmas 
Vespers (Billboard Classical No. 11, 2012); 
Sugarloaf Mountain — An Appalachian 
Gathering (Billboard Classical No. 5, 2015); 
Sephardic Journey — Wanderings of the Spanish 
Jews (Billboard World Music chart No. 2 and 
Billboard Classical No. 5, 2016); and Christmas 
on Sugarloaf Mountain (Billboard No. 3, 2018).

Making the Journey 
Home World-Class
UHM.com | 1-877-UHM-4YOU

 Union Home Mortgage Corp. NMLS 2229 | 8241 Dow Circle West | Strongsville | Ohio | 44136 | Ohio Residential Mortgage Lending  Act  Certificate of Registration RM.802837.00.
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Jeannette Sorrell,  
Artistic Director

GRAMMY®-winning conductor 
Jeannette Sorrell is recognized 
internationally as one of today’s 
most compelling interpreters of 

Baroque and Classical repertoire. She is the sub-
ject of the 2019 documentary by Academy 
award-winning director Allan Miller, titled 
Playing With Fire.

Sorrell studied conducting at the Aspen and 
the Tanglewood music festivals under Leonard 
Bernstein and Roger Norrington and harpsi-
chord with Gustav Leonhardt in Amsterdam. 
She won First Prize in the Spivey International 
Harpsichord Competition, competing against 
over 70 harpsichordists from Europe, Israel, the 
U.S., and the Soviet Union. 

As founder and conductor of Apollo’s Fire, she 
has led the renowned ensemble at London’s BBC 
Proms, Carnegie Hall, Madrid’s Royal Theatre, 
London’s Wigmore Hall, and the Tanglewood, 
Ravinia, and Boston Early Music festivals, 
among others. Sorrell and Apollo’s Fire have 
released 30 commercial CDs, including 10 best-
sellers on the Billboard classical chart and a 2019 
GRAMMY® winner. Her CD recordings of the 
Bach St. John Passion, Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, and 
the Monteverdi Vespers have been chosen as best 
in the field by the Sunday Times of London (2020 
and 2021) and BBC Magazine (2022). 

In demand as guest conductor with symphony 
orchestras and period groups, Sorrell made her 
New York Philharmonic debut to rave reviews in 
2021. She has repeatedly conducted the Pittsburgh 
Symphony, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, Utah 
Symphony, Florida Orchestra, and New World 
Symphony, and has also led the Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic (Bach’s St. John Passion), the 
National Symphony at the Kennedy Center, Los 
Angeles Chamber Orchestra, Seattle Symphony, 
Opera St Louis with the St. Louis Symphony, and 
Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra in San Francisco, 
among others. Upcoming debuts include the 
Philadelphia Orchestra (Handel’s Messiah) and the 
Orquesta Sinfónica de Castilla y León (Spain).

Sorrell has attracted national attention and 
awards for creative programming, using contex-
tual and dramatic elements. She received an 

honorary doctorate from Case Western 
University and an award from the American 
Musicological Society. 

TINA BERGMANN, hammered 
dulcimer, was hailed by Pete 
Seeger as “the best hammered dul-
cimer player I’ve heard in my life.” 
A fourth-generation musician, 
Bergmann began playing music at 

age eight, learning the mountain dulcimer from 
her mother in the aural tradition and learning the 
hammered dulcimer at the knee of West Virginia-
native builder and performer Loy Swiger. 
Demonstrating gifts for both performance and 
teaching, she has been a featured performer 
across the United States, performing solo; as a 
duo with her husband, bassist Bryan Thomas; 
with her stringband Hu$hmoney; and as a fea-
tured soloist with Apollo’s Fire and Canadian 
early music group, La Nef.

ALAN CHOO, fiddle, “was a 
dynamo, delivering lines with 
panache. He exemplified virtuosi-
ty” (Cleveland Plain Dealer). The 
Concertmaster and Assistant 
Artistic Director of Apollo’s Fire, 

he made his debut with the ensemble as a soloist 
at the Tanglewood and Ravinia Music Festivals in 
2017. He is also Founder and Artistic Director of 
Red Dot Baroque, Singapore’s first professional 
period group and Ensemble-in-Residence at the 
Yong Siew Toh Conservatory. He completed his 
Doctorate in Historical Performance Practice 
from Case Western Reserve University and holds 
degrees from Peabody Conservatory and Yong 
Siew Toh Conservatory.

IAN CRANE, bagpipes & vocals, 
has performed with Apollo’s Fire 
since 2005. In 2018 he toured 
Britain and Ireland as part of the 
popular Sugarloaf Mountain cross-
over series. He is a founding mem-

ber of Quire Cleveland and, in the summer of 2021, 
he co-founded the Cleveland Celtic Ensemble 
where he performs as a piper and vocalist.

ARTIST PROFILES
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FIONA GILLESPIE, soprano 
vocals, is a classically-trained 
soprano, folk singer, instrumental-
ist, and songwriter based in 
Philadelphia. Raised in a family of 
Celtic musicians, she splits her 

time singing with professional chamber and cho-
ral ensembles around the nation, touring with her 
folk band, The Chivalrous Crickets, and produc-
ing recordings and events with her early music/
folk crossover ensemble, Makaris. Commercial 
releases include Wisps in the Dell; Tam Lin; The 
Galant David Rizzio; and A Chivalrous Cricketmas. 
Select upcoming featured appearances include 
the Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Celtic Classic 
Festival, The Baroque Chamber Orchestra of 
Colorado, and Choral Arts Philadelphia.

ELORA KARES, soprano vocals, is 
a Young Artist Apprentice with 
Apollo’s Fire. Passionate about 
baroque music, Elora is a homes-
chool high school junior and a 
scholarship student in voice, cello, 

and composition at the CIM Academy. She has 
been featured on NPR’s national young artist show-
case, From the Top, and has performed as soloist in 
Apollo’s Fire’s “Lift Ev’ry Voice” concerts.

BRIAN KAY, lute, guitar, & vocals, 
is a multi-instrumentalist, arrang-
er, and historical music specialist. 
He has performed throughout the 
world at venues including the 
National Concert Hall of Dublin, 

Belfast Castle, Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, 
and the Folger Theater. He is a core member and 
artistic leadership fellow with Apollo’s Fire, and in 
2019, he won a GRAMMY® Award for his work 
on their album Songs of Orpheus. Recently he was 
a featured soloist on the soundtrack of The 
Witcher on Netflix.

BRADLEY KING, tenor vocals, is 
emerging as one of the most versa-
tile young singers on the East 
coast. As an early-music tenor, he 
has performed with the Boston 
Early Music Festival, the Rose 

Ensemble, and the renowned renaissance vocal 
ensemble Pomerium, among others. He was a 
featured soloist in AF’s “Road to Dublin” concerts 

in 2022. On the opera and musical theatre stage, 
he has performed diverse roles ranging from 
baroque opera to Sondheim. Bradley holds 
degrees in vocal performance and choral con-
ducting from DePauw University and the 
University of North Texas.

ANNA O’CONNELL, harp & 
vocals, is a doctoral student in 
historical performance practice at 
Case Western Reserve University. 
She has researched performance 
practice and self-accompaniment 

on harps ranging from medieval to modern folk 
instruments. As a vocalist, she has sung with the 
Hong Kong Early Music Society, Cleveland 
Chamber Choir, and Quire Cleveland. She also 
holds degrees in Choral Music from the University 
of Southern California and Music Education from 
Providence College. She currently studies voice 
with Ellen Hargis and Dina Kuznetsova, and his-
torical harps with Maxine Eilander.

RENÉ SCHIFFER, cello, is praised 
for his “interpretive imagination 
and patrician command of the 
cello” (Cleveland Plain Dealer). A 
native of Holland, he was a mem-
ber of La Petite Bande for sixteen 

years, and has also performed with the Amsterdam 
Baroque Orchestra, Les Musiciens du Louvre, and 
Tafelmusik. As a concerto soloist, he has appeared 
internationally, and can be heard on over forty 
commercial recordings across six labels.

EMI TANABE, fiddle, enjoys a 
multi-faceted career as a baroque 
violinist and a solo crossover artist. 
In addition to being a core member 
of Apollo’s Fire, she performs with 
the Chicago-based period groups 

Haymarket Opera and Third Coast Baroque. Her 
facility with world music styles and improvisation 
has led to many solo violin performances with 
Tango, Flamenco, Celtic, and jazz ensembles across 
the country. She has appeared with such groups as 
the renowned Surabhi Ensemble, the GRAMMY®-
nominated children’s music band Wendy&DB, and 
the theater/dinner production “Teatro ZinZanni.” 
Emi is a native of Japan and holds degrees in violin 
performance from the University of North Texas 
and Roosevelt University.
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Theatre Forward is a non-profit organization based in NYC which supports a network of 19 prominent regional the-
atres, including this one, in their efforts to build communities and make theatre accessible to all. Donations to 

Theatre Forward support the work at all 19 theatres. Visit theatreforward.org to learn more and get involved.

THEATRE FORWARD 2022 FY FUNDERS LIST 	 as of 7/2022

$100,000 and Above 
Bank of America 
The Hearst Foundations 

$50,000-$99,999 
Citi 

$25,000-$49,999 
The Augustine Foundation 
BNY Mellon 
Pamela Farr & Buford Alexander 
Goldman, Sachs & Co. 
Hearst
MetLife Foundation 
Morgan Stanley
Lisa Orberg
Prudential Financial
The Schloss Family Foundation
Daniel A. Simkowitz &  

Mari Nakachi 
Wells Fargo

$15,000-$24,999 
Mitchell J. Auslander &  

Kimberlee Abraham 
Bloomberg
Paula A. Dominick
Lucy Hardison

Donna Kalajian Lagani
Gretchen Shugart &  

Jonathan Maurer 
Pfizer, Inc. 
TD Bank

$10,000-$14,999 
Judy R. Bartlett 
Steven & Joy Bunson
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Ernst & Young
Bruce & Tracey Ewing
Roe Green*
Marsh & McLennan Companies, 

Inc. 
The Maurer Family Foundation 
RBC
S&P Global 
Travelers

$5,000-$9,999 
Anonymous
Michelle Cenis
Richard K. Greene 
Nancy Hancock Griffith* 
KLDiscovery
Susan & John Major Donor Advised 

Fund at Rancho Santa Fe 
Foundation

Robin & Bob Paulson Donor 
Advised Fund at Rancho Santa Fe 
Foundation

Playbill †
The Patti & Rusty Rueff Foundation
Michelle Schwartz 
Raja Sengupta
George & Pamela Smith*
John Thomopoulos 
Evelyn Mack Truitt
James S. & Lynne P. Turley*
Joseph Yurcik*

$2,500-$4,999 
Joseph Baio* 
Yvonne Bell*
BOND Theatrical
Robin Cohen*
Concord Theatricals
Lucy Fato & Matt Detmer* 
Fischer Jordan LLC
Ari & Shimona Katz*
Louise Moriarty & Patrick Stack* 
Elliott Sernel & Larry Falconio*
The Shubert Organization
Mary Beth Winslow & Bill Darby*
Wolters Kluwer

$1,500-$2,499
Cindy Black
John R. Dutt* 
Christ Economos* 
Debi Feinman
Kamilah Forbes
Sanderson Family Donor Advised 

Fund at Rancho Santa Fe 
Foundation

Daryl Roth Productions
Roundabout Theatre Company
Stephanie Scott
Darren Sussman
Carl Sylvestre & Robert Kennedy
Elenora Walczak
Walnut Street Theatre
Michael A. Wall
ZIN Technologies, Inc.

If you note an inadvertent error  
in our donor listing, contact 
devo@theatreforward.org. 

* National Society Membership 
† Includes In-kind support

TAKE A BOW!

We applaud our donors for their support of Cleveland Play House. 
Scan the QR code to view a list of our generous contributors.
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CPH STAFF AND COLLEAGUES 	 as of 12/8/2022

LEADERSHIP
Mark Cuddy.......................... Interim Artistic & Managing Director

ARTISTIC
Derek Green.........................................................Artistic Producer
Craig Joseph............................................ Interim Literary Director
Betty B. Brooks................................................ Company Manager
Kate Beckley....................................................Associate Producer
Michael Glavan..................................................Literary Associate

EDUCATION
Pamela DiPasquale.... Director of Education & Artistic Strategies
Thomas Kazmierczak............................ National Director of CARE
Marcela Rodriguez-Gonzalez.........................................Director of  

Community Development
Emmanuel Jackson........................................Associate Director of  

Out-of-School Time Learning
Lilianna LaVeau-Corey...................................Associate Director of  

Out-of-School Time Learning
Liz Burns.................................................. Manager of Compliance
Yining Lin................................................Manager of Partnerships
Eugene Sumlin............. Manager of Teaching Artist Development
Michelle Dowd, Pablo Lopes,  
Tyonnda Sanders.....................Managers of Wraparound Services
Donna Dziak........... Producing/Education Management Associate
Joshua Fye, Arcelia Gandarilla.........Creative Community Builders
Lauren Anthony, Craig Branch, Michelle Cha, Charles Davis, 
Sarah Demetruk, Gavon Johnson, Valerie Moore, Albert Reese, 
Fiona Sackett, Ben Senter, Jonathan Sweet, Priscilla Vidal, 
Chemenda Wilbourn, Shanel Woodruff...............OST Coordinators
Christian Andrews, Dar’Jon Bentley, Jenifer Bermudez, Nathalie 
Bermudez, Tyler Collins, Zakeia Curry, Abigail DeWitte, Joseph 
Dunn, Gary Galbreath, Larry Harris, Raegina Hill, Inés Joris, 
Mark Levis, Jonathan Loya, Jenna Messina, Nnamdi Okpala,  
Will Potts, Jacob Roney, Justin Steck, Mark Swinerton,  
Kristen Ward, Morgan Wilson............................... Teaching Artists
Camille Carter, Dennessa Gooden, Reggie Edgerson..................... 

Community Development AmeriCorp Service Members

CWRU/CPH MFA ACTING PROGRAM
Donald Carrier........................................................................Director
Jerrold Scott...........................................................Department Chair
Darryl Lewis............................................................................Singing
Beth McGee................................................................................Voice
Jeffrey Ullom...................................................... Performance History
David Vegh...............................................Acting, On-Camera Acting
Kenya Woods...................................................Dance and Movement

PRODUCTION
Maryann Morris............................................Director of Production
Reynard Pope......................................Production Office Assistant
Virginia Raffaele.......................................Full Season Stage Crew
Emily Kovakcik................................ Production Support Associate

STAGE MANAGEMENT
John Godbout..................................................AEA Stage Manager
Olivia LT Plath.................................................AEA Stage Manager

SCENERY
Greg Owen.........................................................Technical Director
Josh Smith........................................ Associate Technical Director
Aaron Benson.............................................Head Scenic Carpenter
Emma Sherban.................................................... Stage Carpenter
Nick Lucas, Gavin Price, Zachary Robb,  
Daniel Schumacher......................................................Carpenters

PAINT SHOP
Megan Walsh.................................................Charge Scenic Artist
Kelly Ann Sherlock..................................................... Scenic Artist

COSTUMES
Jeffrey Van Curtis.....................................Costume Shop Manager
Carolyn Dickey.........................Associate Costume Shop Manager
Clare Briggs............................................................... Head Draper
Kristine Davies...............................................................First Hand
Cristine Patrick..................................................................Stitcher
Sandra Zodnik.........................................................Crafts Artisan 
Sara Ratliff................................................... Wardrobe Supervisor

PROPS
Jessica Rosenlieb........................................ Prop Shop Supervisor
Erin Ocampo................................Associate Prop Shop Supervisor
Shay Knuth........................................................Properties Artisan

LIGHTING
Michael Boll.................................................... Lighting Supervisor
Russell Homan...............................Associate Lighting Supervisor
Michael Sinclair...................................................Head Electrician
Aaron Frazier................................................................. Electrician
Marissa Green............................................................... Electrician

SOUND & PROJECTION
James C. Swonger...................... Sound and Projection Supervisor
Parker Strong............. Associate Sound and Projection Supervisor
Kimberly Grice............................ Sound and Projection Technician

MARKETING AND AUDIENCE SERVICES
Nathan Lilly..................................................Director of Marketing
Kristen Vlahopoulos..................... Associate Director of Marketing
Brittany Kent.......Audience Engagement & Accessibility Manager
Robert Taylor....................................Subscriber Services Manager
Victoria Martin................................ Education Outreach Manager
Lee McKinstry......................Marketing Communications Manager
Joshua McElroy.......................Digital Communications Specialist 
Julie Gill............................................ Audience Services Associate

DEVELOPMENT
Chris Fornadel.........................................Director of Development
Emily Cole.................................................... Philanthropic Advisor
Karen Hernandez.............................Corporate Relations Manager
Saewon Lee.......................................................... Grants Manager
Robin Lucak.............................................. Development Associate

CREATIVE SERVICES
Brian Tatsumi..................................................... Creative Director

ADMINISTRATION
Merlin DeTardo................................. Associate Managing Director
Juana Sok...............................................Administrative Assistant

FINANCE
Erica Tkachyk................................................... Director of Finance 
Gloria Jenkins..................................................... Staff Accountant

HUMAN RESOURCES
Elaine Lyons........................Human Resources/Finance Specialist 
Jamie Casamento, Lori Skiljan..... Consultants, People Architects

SUPPORT SERVICES
Jeff Werbeach................................... NetworkinGuys – IT Services



SETTING THE STAGE

We believe that all Cleveland youth should 

have access to high-quality arts education. 

Through the generosity of our donors, we 

are investing to scale up neighborhood-

based programs that now serve 3,000 youth 

year-round in music, dance, theater, 

photography, literary arts and curatorial 

mastery. That’s setting the stage for 

success. Find your passion, and partner with 

the Cleveland Foundation to make your 

greatest charitable impact. 

(877) 554-5054

www.ClevelandFoundation.org/Success

for Successfor Success

Tri-C Creative Arts Dance Academy



Wassail!
An Irish-Appalachian Christmas

 Program

Part 1:  Christmas  Eve in Ireland, 1849

I.  Wassail!

GLOUCESTERSHIRE WASSAIL & YORKSHIRE CAROL 
trad. British Isles, arr. J. Sorrell

Wassail, wassail, all over the town! 
Our toast it is white and our ale it is brown.  
Our bowl it is made of the white maple tree.  

With a wassail bowl we’ll drink to thee!

Come butler, then fill us a bowl of the best.  
Then we hope that your soul 

in heaven may rest.  
But if you do draw us a bowl of the small…

Then down shall go butler, bowl and all!

Refrain:  Drink to thee, drink to thee, 
With a wassailing bowl we’ll drink to thee.

Then here is to Colly and to her long tail.  
Pray God bless our Master, may he never fail. 
A bowl of strong beer, I pray you draw near

And our jolly wassail it’s then you shall hear.
Refrain.

Then here’s to the maid 
		 in the lily-white smock, 

Who tripped to the door 
		 and slipped back the lock.  

Who tripped to the door 
		 and pulled back the pin, 

For to let these jolly wassailers in.
Refrain.



CHRISTMAS EVE REEL – trad. Irish

II. Winter by the Hearth

BLOW, NORTHERN WIND – Medieval English Lyric, arr. B. Kay
Brian Kay, vocals & lute

Middle English

Burthen:
Blou northerne wynd!

Send thou me my suetyng!
Blou northerne wynd, blou!

Ichot a burde in boure bryht
That fully semly is on syht

Menskful mayden of myth,
Feir ant fre to fonde.

In al this wurliche won
A burde of blod ant of bon

Never yete y nuste non
Lussomore in londe.

Blou, northerne wynd…!

Hire lure lumes liht
Ase a launterne a-nyht

Hire bleo blykyeth so bryht
So feyhr heo is ant fyn.

A swetly swire heo hath to holde,
With arms, shuldre ase mon wolde,

Ant fingers feyre to folde,
God wolde hue were myn!

Blou, northerne wynd…!

Modernization

Refrain:
Blow, northern wind,
Send thou me my sweetheart,
Blow, northern wind, blow!

I know of a bird in bower bright
That is beautiful upon sight.
Noble maiden of might,
Fair and honest I find her.

In all this worthy world,
A bird of blood and of bone
Never yet I know another
Lovelier on land (earth).

Blow, northern wind…!

Her face illumined and alight
As a lantern in the night.
Her color shines so bright,
So fair she is and fine.

A sweetly neck she hath to hold,
With arms and shoulders as man would,
And fingers fair for to fold,
God, would she were mine!

Blow, northern wind…!

Here we come a-wassailing, 
among the leaves so green.  
Here we come a wand’ring,  

so fair to be seen.  
Love and joy come to you, 

and to you your wassail too.  

And God bless you  
and send you a happy new year, 

and God send you a happy new year.

Call up the butler of this house, 
put on his golden ring. 
Let him bring us up a glass o’ beer 
And better we shall sing.
Love and joy come to you…

God bless the master of this house, 
	likewise the mistress too.  
And all the little children  
that round the table go.
Love and joy come to you…



III.  A Babe is  Born

WHAT CHILD IS THIS? (MY LAGAN LOVE) – trad. Irish 
Fiona Gillespie, vocals

WHAT CHILD IS THIS? (Greensleeves)  
variations by Playford, The Division Violin, 1685

What child is this, who laid to rest
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds their watch are keeping.

This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing,

Haste, haste to bring him laud –
The babe, the son of Mary!

WEXFORD CAROL  – trad. Irish 
I SAW THREE SHIPS – trad. British Isles (17th. c.), lyrics by William Sandy, 1833

Good people all, this Christmas time,
Consider well and bear in mind

What our good God for us has done
In sending his beloved son

With Mary holy we should pray,
To God with love this Christmas Day

In Bethlehem upon that morn,
There was a blessed Messiah born

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep
Their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep
To whom God's angel did appear
Which put the shepherds in great fear
Arise and go, the angels said
To Bethlehem, be not afraid
For there you'll find, this happy morn
A princely babe, sweet Jesus, born

*

DRIVE THE COLD WINTER AWAY – Elizabethan Carol, c. 1625
Old grudges forgot, are put in the pot,
All sorrows aside they lay,
The old and the young doth carol his song,
To drive the cold winter away.

To mask and to mum 
		 kind neighbours will come
With wassails of nut-brown ale,
To drink and carouse to all in the house,
As merry as bucks in the dale;
Where cake, bread and cheese 
		 is brought for your fees,
To make you the longer stay;
At the fire to warm will do you no harm,

All hail to the days that merit more praise
Than all the rest of the year,

And welcome the nights that double delights,
As well for the poor as the peer!

Good fortune attend each merry man's friend,
That doth but the best that he may;

Forgetting old wrongs, with carols and songs,

To drive the cold winter away.
This time of the year is spent in good cheer,

And neighbours together do meet,
To sit by the fire, with friendly desire,

Each other in love do greet;



I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;

I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas day in the morning.

And what was in those ships all three,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day?
And what was in those ships all three,

On Christmas day in the morning?

Our Saviour Christ and his lady,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;

Our Saviour Christ and his lady,
On Christmas day in the morning.

Pray whither sailed those ships all three,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day?
Pray whither sailed those ships all three,
On Christmas day in the morning?

O they sailed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;
O they sailed into Bethlehem,
On Christmas day in the morning.

And all the Souls on Earth shall sing,
On Christmas day, on Christmas day;
And all the Souls on Earth shall sing,
On Christmas day in the morning.

NEW CHRISTMAS REEL – trad. Irish

IV.  Travelers  Following  a Star

O’CAROLAN’S FAREWELL – Turlough O’Carolan (1670-1738) 
Anna O’Connell, harp

 

THE PARTING GLASS – trad. Scottish/Irish (Skene Manuscript, early 17th c)

Fiona Gillespie & Bradley King, vocals
Oh, all the money that e'er I spent

I spent it in good company.
And all the harm that e'er I've done,

Alas, it was to none but me.
And all I've done for want of wit

To memory now I can't recall.
So fill to me the parting glass,

Good night and joy be with you all!

Oh, all the comrades that e'er I've had
Are sorry for my going away.
And all the sweethearts that e'er I've had
Would wish me one more day to stay.
But since it falls unto my lot
That I should rise and you should not.
I'll gently rise and I'll softly call
Good night and joy be with you all!

MASTERS IN THIS HALL 
Lyrics: William Morris, c. 1850’s; Melody: French 17th c. dance tune

Masters in this hall, hear ye all the news today
Brought from over sea, and ever you I pray.

Refrain:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell! Nowell, sing we clear!

Holpen are all folk on earth, 
born the Son of God so dear.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell!  Nowell, sing we loud!
God today hath poor folk raised  

and cast a-down the proud. 
Quoth the shepherds then, “To Bethl’em town we go,

To see a mighty lord lie in manger low.”



Then to Bethl'em town went we two by two,
In a sorry place we heard the oxen low.

Refrain.

Ox and ass Him know, kneeling on their knee,
Wonderous joy had I this little babe to see.
This is Christ, the Lord, masters be ye glad!

Christmas is come in, and no folk shall be sad! 
Refrain.

 – INTERMISSION – 

Part 2:  Christmas  Day in Appalachia, 1850

V.  Son of Stars, Son of Sky

COLD IS THE NIGHT (trad. Isle of Skye - Ian Crane, bagpipes)

BRIGHT MORNING STARS  
Southern folk hymn, arr. The Chivalrous Crickets

Bright morning stars are rising,
Day is a-breakin’ in my soul.

We are down in the valley a-prayin’.
Day is a-breakin’ in my soul.

We are goin’ up to heaven, shoutin’ –
Day is a-breakin’ in my soul.

STAR IN THE EAST –Shape-note Hymn, The Southern Harmony, 1835
Bradley King & Company

Hail, blessed morn!  See the great mediator
Down from the regions of glory descend!

Shepherds, go worship the Babe in the manger.
Lo, for a guard the bright angels attend.

Refrain:
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid.

Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Cold on his cradle, the dew-drops are shining;
Low lies his bed with the beasts of the stall.

Angels adore him, in slumbers reclining.
Wise men and shepherds before him do fall.

Refrain.



JOSEPH & MARY/I WONDER AS I WANDER 
trad. English & Appalachian (J. J. Niles), arr. J. Sorrell

When Joseph and Mary to Bethl’em did come,
The inns they were filled, both all and some.

And Joseph entreated them, ev’ry one.
They did wander and seek, 
but rooms there were none.
They did wander but found 
the doors closed, ev’ry one.

“Wander elsewhere!” ‘twas said, 
“For rooms we have none.”

I wonder as I wander out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die

For poor, ord’n’ry people like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus, ‘twas in a cow’s stall,
Wish wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall,

And the promise of ages it then did recall.

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing,

Or all of God’s angels in heav’n for to sing,
He surely could have it, ‘cause he was the King.

 

FROST & SNOW/28TH OF JANUARY 
trad. Celtic & Appalachian, arr. J. Sorrell, T. Bergmann 

Tina Bergmann, hammered dulcimer
 

CHRIST CHILD LULLABY (TALLADH CHRIOSTA) 
trad. Scottish, arr. J. Sorrell 
Fiona Gillespie, vocals

My love, my pride, my treasure, oh,
My wonder new and pleasure, oh!

My son, my beauty ever you,
Who am I to bear you here?

The cause of talk and tale am I,
The cause of greatest fame am I,

The cause of proudest care on high,
To have for mine the King of all!

And though you are the King of all,
They sent you to a manger stall,
When at your feet they all should fall
And glorify my child, the King.

My love, my pride, my treasure, oh…



VI.  Christmas  Barn Dance -  arr. J. Sorrell 

THE OLD YEAR NOW AWAY IS FLED – trad. English carol, c. 1642

The old year now away is fled,
The new year it is entered;

Then let us all our sins down tread,
And joyfully all appear.

Let's merry be this holiday,
And let us run with sport and play,

Hang sorrow, let's cast care away
    God send us a merry new year!

 
And now with New-Year's gifts each friend

Unto each other they do send;
God grant we may our lives amend,
    And that truth may now appear.

Now like the snake cast off your skin
Of evil thoughts and wicked sin,
And to amend this new year begin:
God send us a merry new year!

And now let all the company
In friendly manner all agree,
For we are here welcome all may see
Unto this jolly good cheer.
I thank my master and my dame,
The which are founders of the same,
To eat, to drink now is no shame:
God send us a happy new year!

SOMERSET WASSAIL – trad. English

Wassail and wassail, all over the town!
The cup it is white, and the ale it is brown.
The cup it is made of the good ashen tree,

And so is the malt of the best barley.
Refrain: 

For it’s your wassail and it’s our wassail,
And it’s joy be to you, and a jolly wassail!

There was an old man and he had an old cow,
And how for to keep her, he didna’ know how.

He built up a barn for to keep his cow warm,

And a drop or two of cider will do us no harm!
No harm, boys, harm!  No harm, boys, harm!
And a drop of two of cider will do us no harm!

The girt dog of Lamport, he burnt his long tail
And this is the night we go singing Wassail.
Oh Master and Missus, now we must be gone.
God bless all in the house till we do come again.
No harm, boys, harm!  No harm, boys, harm!
And a drop of two of cider will do us no harm!
Refrain.

OLD CHRISTMAS EVE REEL/ KENTUCKY WASSAIL 
 trad. Celtic & Appalachian

Wassail, wassail, all over the town!
Our cup is white and our ale is brown.

The cup is made of the old oak tree,
And the ale is made in Kentucky.

So it’s joy be to you, and a jolly wassail!

Oh, good man and good wife, are you within?
Pray lift the latch and let us come in.

We see you a-sitting at the boot o’ the fire,
Not a-thinkin’ of us in the mud and the mire.

So it’s joy be to you, and a jolly wassail!

There was an old maid and she lived in a house,
And she had for a pet a tiny wee mouse,
Oh, the house had a stove 
		 and the house was warm,
And a little bit of liquor won’t do no harm!
So it’s joy be to you, and a jolly wassail!

Oh, a man in York drank his sack from a pail,
But all we ask is a wee wassail.
Oh, husband and wife, alack, we part,
God bless this house 
		 from the bottom of our heart!
So it’s joy be to you, AND A JOLLY WASSAIL!



DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,

How Jesus our saviour did come for to die.
For poor, ord’n’ry people like you and like I.

Irish music and its offspring, Appalachian music, are the voice of “the poor, ordin’ry people.” When 
the Irish immigrants crossed the Atlantic, leaving their lives of poverty and starvation in the British 
Isles, they brought their music with them.

They left Ireland due to endless years of unemployment and hunger.  Though called the “Potato 
Famine,” the Great Famine that struck Ireland in the 1840s was not simply a natural disaster.  Ever 
since the British had conquered Ireland in 1536, the Irish peasants had been forced to pay rent to 
their British landowners.  By the 1800s, the Irish could not afford to purchase the foods their farms 
produced.  Instead, their grain and meat crops were exported to the wealthy ruling classes in Britain, 
while the people subsisted increasingly on potatoes – the only thing they could afford.  

When a blight killed the potato crops in the 1840s, the Irish people were starving and could not 
pay their rent.  Hundreds of thousands of them were evicted.  About one million people died.  It 
is believed that nearly two million people emigrated from Ireland in desperation during this time.  
Many of these became the Appalachian immigrants of America.  

This is why Celtic carols so often emphasize the plight of the poor.  The message that Jesus came 
to poor people – that he was born to a humble couple in an oppressed nation, forced to travel as 
migrants – this theme runs strong through Celtic music.  

We dedicate this concert to Wanderers everywhere – those seeking shelter in Bethlehem 2000 years 
ago, those seeking a home in America 200 years ago, and those seeking shelter from violence and 
oppression today.  Their inextinguishable spirit inspires our music – reminding us that immigration 
is a beautiful part of our shared heritage in America.

Jeannette Sorrell
Cleveland, December 2022
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Apollo's Fire | Jeannette Sorrell

“Festive Disc of the Year” 
–Gramophone Magazine

"Riveting… spectacularly performed and deeply moving."
–Seen & Heard International

Visit our Gift Shop in the lobby, order online or call 800.314.2535. 
A complete listing of CDs can be found at apollosfire.org.
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